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Preface

This book is the result of research conducted for the project Resources, 
Locality and Life Course, �nanced by the Academy of Finland from 2005 
to 2009 (Research Grant no. 7210225) and conducted at the University 
of Jyväskylä. Members of the multidisciplinary research team were Leena 
Alanen, Tomi Kankainen, Päivi Kivelä, Anja-Riitta Lehtinen, Marjatta 
Marin, Veli-Matti Salminen, Martti Siisiäinen, Matti Vesa Volanen and 
Mari Vuorisalo, and Saana Wolff as the team�s research assistant. The 
team adapted � for the �rst time in Finland � Pierre Bourdieu�s theoreti-
cal approach to the study of the formation and functioning of economic, 
cultural and social capital over the life course of people residing in one 
locality (in Central Finland), and the transformation of different forms 
of capital into one another in distinct social �elds. The research team 
extended its analysis to include a comparison with a similar locality in 
Lithuania, in co-operation with Arunas Poviliunas and Ruta Ziliukaite at 
the University of Vilnius. (These results are being published elsewhere.)

The colleagues who have commented on our many conference papers 
and publications in Finnish, leading to the book in hand, are too numer-
ous to be individually mentioned and thanked. We greatly appreciate 
their contributions: they have helped us to develop, reconsider and re�ne 
our arguments and conclusions. Our special thanks go to the two anony-
mous reviewers provided by the publisher for their very useful comments 
and suggestions, which helped us to improve the manuscript in its last 
phase.

Jyväskylä, June, 2011

Leena Alanen and Martti Siisiäinen
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Lievestuore lies in the middle of nature

The lake is an important source of recreation






























































































































































































































































































































































































































































